CORRUPTION AND PRIVATE PRACTICE ARE DESTROYING THE PUBLIC HEALTH PRACTICE (2)

The Health Insurance Fund is quiet regarding the lost of money
Where and what for are our money spent? Why there are no medicines in the pharmacies? Why we should pay privately, beside the fact that we are contributing for health insurance? These are the questions which are asked by the citizens who are not provided with quality health services.
 - With this type of robbery the state could not progress – comments Trajko Z., pensioner, who was waiting in the pharmacy for "skopril" medicine for high pressure, to buy it by the price determined by the state. The patients want to know where the money which are paid by them for health insurance goes. Those are managed by the Health Insurance Fund (FZO) but there is no answer back how they are spent. If you visit any clinic it is evident that there aren't new investments. The hygiene and the conditions are miserable. The equipment for taking shots, radiotherapy, diagnostic are having damages permanently and the new ones are rarely bought. However, the state health system is even on a lower level. 
- Why there are no basic materials in the hospitals and clinics? Patients are forced to buy those by themselves at their own expense. Even the adhesive strips, and nobody returns the money? – asks Milena Jovanovska from Skopje. 

"Dnevnik" has sent many questions to the director of the Health Insurance Fund (FZO), Georgi Trenkovski – how much funds are collected annually from the health insurance; where they end up; whether the Fund tolerates the large supplies of medicines in order they could have larger profit whereas they are not preventing the occurrence of so called "pharmacy theft" (buying medicines at the expense of patients), what measures are undertaken by the Fund with regard to this issue......However, the director of the FZO, Trenkovski, for two months has not felt responsible to find time to answer how the money of the patients are spent. The numbers remain secret for the citizens. 
- We will answer the questions tomorrow. The director is very busy – was the usual answer provided by the spokesman of the Fund, almost each day for a period of two months. The managing persons from the private clinics and polyclinics are reacting and are suspicious that the corruptive behavior of the Fund is made by virtue of the fact that the Fund is not concluding agreements with all the institutions for the services provided with blue cards, but only with certain institutions. 
- Why this is functioning in that manner? Corruption also means misusage, protection... We have doubts that some companies are protected in order to have larger profit. It is natural that the patients will go to private clinics or polyclinics which are offering services with blue cards, rather in ours, where they should pay more. In course of time it could happen that we could terminate certain activity, for instance gynecology, due to the practice of the Fund – explain from the private health institutions.  
Trenkovski does not provide answers to these questions. He also has not answered those related with the "in vitro" agreements with the private clinics "Sistina" and "Remedika" where he was former director. The questions were whether FZO has concluded partial agreements with the abovementioned clinics only for the service "in vitro", financed by the state up to three impregnations. Respectively whether by other health institutions the Fund requires general agreements for all the registered activities, and by the abovementioned only for one activity – fertilization.  
- Whether the example with "Sistina" is illegal? – was the main question to the director. On the other hand, the owners of private institutions are pointing to the other illegal practicing of state employed doctors in the private institutions. As an example, they are pointing out some urologist who is having practice in the Clinic for radiology, beside the fact that it’s not provided by the law and there are no sanctions about it.  
FRAME: The blood is bought on the market
Opposite to the claims from the Ministry for Health that authorities have contacts with the citizens and that are aware of their problems, the patients have other stories. 

-Yes, i have called on the provided free number for open meetings in order to have appointment with the minister. I have told my story that I am requiring to return my money for all the materials that I was forced to buy by myself when my father was hospitalized on Nephrology. Even I have had to pay for bags of blood. I have intended to tell him that we are on the bottom as a state when we are forced to buy basic materials by ourselves, bandages, iodine, syringes or to pay for blood which is for free donated by the blood donors in Macedonia. But they have not called me to make appointment, which I suspected, says Vera Stojanovska from Skopje.
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