Story number three – “ELEM” 
Biljana Vasileva-Trendafilova 
The state power plants of the company called „ELEM“ got a chance to became a monopoly. This is how the warnings of the energetic exerts sound, upon the new changes of the law of energetics. The company „ELEM“ will now have the lawful right to produce, trade and import electrical power. According to the experts, this will give the opportunity for the company indirectly to create the price of the electricity in Macedonia.  
In the actual situation of increasing the price for 13,6 percent, „ELEM“ will produce the electric power and it will sell it on the market.
 The domestic production of the electric power doesn’t cover the needs of the citizens. Compered to that fact, with the new law changes, „ELEM“ will have the right also to decide under which price it will import the power and at the same time it will define the quantity of the power that is needed for the country. 
„ELEM“ exists on the market more than three years. It is one of the three energetic companies which have split after the transformation of the state company „Elektrostopanstvo na Makedonija“ - “ESM“. 
-The new law changes very specifically define the role, place and the function of „A.D. Elektrani na Makedonija“ or „ELEM“ at the market of electric power and also defines where there are possibilities for the company to be a monopoly, says Mirche Kotevski, spokesman of „ELEM“. 
The austrian company for distribution of the electric power, „EVN Macedonia“ (which is one of the three companies that where formed after the transformation of „ESM“) warned that the new law changes will cause rise of the price of the electricity for the citizens.  
-“ELEM“ can sell the domestic production abroad and at the same time it can import electric power for the needs of the citizens in the country. This situation cast doubts because there are possibilities for misuse and it can influence upon the prices of the electric power at local level, explains the spokeswoman of „EVN Macedonia“, Lenche Karpuzovska. 
European commission had strong objections about the law for energetics. Brussels suggested avoiding the monopolistic position of „ELEM“. 

The opposition and the experts fear that the lack of the electric power in general and frequent damages in the network will cause shortage and restrictions of the power. According to them, it will cause price shocks because the domestic needs will have to be covered with imported expensive electric power and the citizens will pay the price.  

-We pay very high bills for electric power, a citizen is complaining to us. Another one says that not only the bill for electricity is expansive but also the other bills. 
„ELEM“ is legal monopoly, explain from the Regulatory commission for energetics, which is an independent state body deciding about the increasing of the price for electricity that the companies require from them.
-„ELEM“ will have dominate position referring to the supply of the tariff consumers. Wherever there is the supply of these consumers there is no market, so we can not claim that ELEM has dominate position at the whole market of electric power, stated Slave Ivanovski from the Regulatory commission.  
The analysis of „EVN“ show that people, on average, pay around 30 percent from their home budget for the electricity bills compared to the average salary of 250 euros in the country. 
 According to the statistics, Macedonia has the lowest price of the electricity in the region. In Bulgaria the price of the electricity was increased twice. In our country this year we only had one increase of the electricity prices. The last increase of the energy was for 9 percent registered in 2006. 
