Marriages for “foreign” documents

Albanian divorces in Macedonia or marriages for the “foreign documents” as it is called by the people do mark a constant increase. The research shows another situation when the people illegally get in European places, mainly in Germany where they work as labor. Another way which is mostly used is “to find a foreign country which will accept to get married only for the documents”. But actually, what are the reasonable arguments for visa’s delays, someone three years, another one even more withdraw them selves and do not insist to get visa and at the end “they look for another solution for them selves”.
Fami Bajrami
There are three years as I’m waiting for visa to go in Germany. The hopes that 

I’ll get permission to go on west are now all down. This is proved by the fact that I withdraw my-self from the insisting to get visa, and so the German citizen I got married also withdraw her-self. 
This is how the person A.A. from a village in Skopje explains the situation, whose destiny now is directed towards Croatia for a season job. The situation with this person is not the only one that creates the mosaic of this phenomenon; there are others with the same destiny. This is one of the ways that Albanians followed just to get documents via marriages in the foreign countries. The research also shows part of them that manage to get in the European countries illegally, mainly in Germany but via other Embassies where they work as labor. Meanwhile they are trying to find German woman, to make the documents and to pretend that “they fall in love with her”. After they decide to get marry, they both come in Macedonia where they get married, after they got divorced from their first wife. Then they both get back in the European country and live together until the person legally fulfills the condition to get permission for settlement. Another way which is most of the times used is to find one foreign citizen which will get marry with him just to get the documents. For this favor she gets huge amount of money from her “husband” from Macedonia and they do not live together.  It is believed that in Germany there are lots of agencies which intermediate the process of finding the “joint-heart”. A significant number of the girls that apply in those agencies and look for a husband from other places are from the East Germany and part of them think to do it form money. Even more, to reach the visa, after you’ll deliver all the necessary documents, on the interview in most of the embassy you’ll be asked how many marriages you had and how many children you have, then what is the nationality of their grandmother and grandfather etc.
Head –splits with the visas

Another person, with initials Sh. V. admitted the same. There are few years as I’m waiting for visa, and nowadays had lost hopes. 

“I paid few thousands euro for the favor to the foreign marriage. I believed that the visa will be faster but even there are delays. I’ve been there few times but without arranged status. Now, I don’t have job and don’t know what to do. Shortly said, I lost hope”, said Sh. D.
“This month is actually the date as I’m for three years in my birth place. I got divorce in my place to get marry with citizen from eastern Germany.  I hope that I’ll arrange the visa fast, but years passed. It is not nothing, whole three years, said another person, S.B from a village in Tetovo.  He admitted that the German citizen with whom he got married did not pull her self out and she put some pressure so this person will be rewarded with visa.  
“We have few times visited the German Embassy in Skopje. They told us that they will let us know when the visa will be ready, said this person with initials S.B.

He admitted he had engaged the lawyer in Germany to help him to enhance the procedure to get visa.
The same destiny had the person N.M which for 16 months has been told that he is on the waiting list for visa.

“I can not understand the delays. I’m married here in Macedonia and I have 22. I got divorce in Skopje and I’m just waiting. I engaged a lawyer in Germany and my love, the German citizen insists to get visa without any delays, said N.M.

Still, many of the people that are on the waiting lists for visa are astonished by the procedures required by the Embassy. Many of them have additional solution to get visa from another Embassy in Skopje and then to go in another place, another western country. Some of them say that the people that are employed at the Embassy send them back to the local offices to get data from the marriage register when and where they got married.
“Still, they are interested in the whole status. If we are married with a person from a foreign country, if we have children etc”, said person S.B. from Skopje.

German Embassy don’t have information on the fictive marriages

The German Embassy has information that in 2008 were around 1.300 approvals for visa with 90 days stay. A big number of those visas are so called “family visa”, but there are also visa for the children that are visiting their parents that live in Germany”, told us at the German Embassy in Skopje. The computer program for statistics, according to them “do not splits those who got visa for marriage”, so the general number for the visas from this category is related to 1.300 for 2008 (here are the students, baby-sitters and the others).

“Concerning the issue of the fictive marriages, no one can give the answer and this is all we have available”, we were told at the German Embassy in Skopje.

The divorces of the Albanian in Macedonia or the marriages for the papers are noted with constant rise. From the statistic, the Municipalities with majority of Albanian citizens are on the top of the list. In 2006 in Macedonia were 1.474 divorces, out of them 465 in the communities with majority of Albanians, which is 30% of the all divorces. The champion is Gostivar with 101 divorces, then Chair with 83, Tetovo with 72, Vrapchishte with 28, Bogovine with 16, Lipkovo and Studenichani with 13 each of them, Arachinovo with 8 and Oslomej and Zajaz with 6 divorces in the past year.
If these figures are compared with the number of the mentioned communities, it will result with 3 divorces on a thousand citizens in Vrapchishte, 2 in Gostivar, 1.02 in Tetovo, 1.86 in Bogovine and other communities with around 1 divorce.  

In the State Department for Statistics (SDS) told us that the state level for 2006 was raised by the number of the marriages, while the number of divorces is decreased. According to them bigger number of the marriages is in the first three months of the summer (June, July and August), while the number of the divorces is on the minimum. Contrary to this, in the winter months the number of the marriages is decreasing and the number of the divorces is raised. This is noted in the first month of the last year, when were registered 4.8 % less marriages then the previous three months, while the number of the divorces reached the 354. 

In December at the end of the year, according to the SDS the number of the marriages is raised, while the number of divorces is decreased. Last year there were 14.908 marriages with is a raise of 2.8 % compared to the one in 2005, while the divorces were decreased to 1.65 %.

The statistics are telling us that 92.3 % from the woman for the first time are getting married, while 9.3% of the man for the second time.  

According to the officials until now in the area of Tetovo are registered 791 marriages, out them 84 with the foreign citizens. Most of them that are married are with foreign citizen, and they have wife from Germany, Albania, Croatia, Switzerland, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Denmark, Netherlands, Austria, France or Norway. In Tetovo area in 2005 all total were 553 marriages, out of which 56 with the foreign citizens. It is said that these marriages are done via the Embassies. In 2004 are registered 453 marriages, out of which 69 with the foreigners. During 2003 were 83 marriages, out of them 24 with the foreigners, mainly from Germany. In the community of Zhelino out of 32 marriages with foreigners, 24 are with the German female citizens.
The state is looking for solving the issue of visa liberation

The Republic of Macedonia doesn’t have any plan how to cope with this issue, but the only way out of this situation “is the visa liberation with the states in the European Union (EU)”.  

 “This issue I hope will be solved with the visa liberation. So I believe that the 90 % of such cases will be decreased and we won’t have citizens, mainly Albanians to get married with the European citizens”, said the government Representative Shefik Duraku. According to him, there are hopes that until April this year, European Commission (EC) will adopt positive decision for the issue of visas for Macedonia and if this happens then there is another phase for ratification by the Parliament of the EU and at the end it will be in force. 

“Until the end of 2009, the decision by the EC, ratification by the other member states of the EU and we hope that at the beginning of 2010 the Macedonian citizens could travel without visas. But, they say that all is related to the 22 of March. So such decision is directly related to the elections, and if it is positive, then the visa liberation is for sure”, said Duraku. 

According to him, it is evident that Macedonia had full filled the technical conditions, Center for surveillance of the borders with cameras for monitoring whole passing through the border, then biometrical passports, which is another evidence for non-existence of the migration policy of the EU. Also, Macedonia has positive criteria for the lost passports, where hundreds of them are not a lot and this is secure argument that there is no misuse and with that it full fills the conditions. Then, the number of the citizens that don’t have regular status id not  a problem for the migration policy of the EU and all these is a positive start  for the visa liberation”, said the state representative Shefik Duraku.

Reason for formal divorce
The sociologist Ali Pajaziti said that the social-economic situation in Macedonia is hard, unemployment and poverty is increasing, which was the reason for many of the Albanians to get marry is agreement with their wife, to get divorce and to look for wife in the states in the European Union (EU), to get marry with her and the arrange the documents in those foreign places.

“Naturally that the poor socio-economic condition pushes people to make decisions as is “formal divorce” or documents for immigration in foreign European place or western just to “improve their social condition”. For the people, food is necessary condition for living, but  the decision to abandon the whole community (society) and the closest one ( the family) is not an easy decision, as the individuals and those with family are the important part of the Albanian culture that can not be sold for any amount of money. During the history, Albanians passed through many executions, but none of them allows breaking the given word, and especially the one for marriage and divorces, which show that actually it is ethic dilemma, avoiding the real “nest” for both places, like the one who came (Albanians) and the one of the other place (the bride de jure from some country in the EU), a decision which brings dozen problems of different nature, like the ones from the administrative jurisdiction up to those from socio-psychology”, said Pajaziti.
“I believe that these decisions are not to be proud of, not for the one who make the favor, nor for the one who received it (Albanian), and small number of Albanian woman get marry, which is related to the compassion, to fill the absence of gone man which works for the family, and in fact illegally paid for the “plate” to his partner so she will help him to improve his economic status and keeps him dependant, which is conditioned with exile at every moment. This is the general situation and there is no way out. And one another thing”: they talk about agreement. This agreement is an imposed contract, which on an artificial way is imposed to the male, the part of the female. So we can not talk about agreement, but a type discursive word of dizziness, consequences which can be seen later.
According to him, the general pessimistic climate does its own. “Every day bigger number of citizens is faced with no prosperity for their future”, said he.

He states that according to the Gallup Balkan Monitor 46 % of the citizens in Balkans are not satisfied with their life quality and that there are some impacts on it, while for the others it is mobile social horizon, so transfer or immigration from one place in another seeking for better life (!).

“But this direction follows and the dream for the well-known West, where the earning is not the same as in other places, naturally better then here, but if it is compared with the past is much more limited with the openness for better life then with the earning and investments in its country. An important role plays the pretending of being blind, pretending with the property (as are cars, houses etc.), without thinking that people which have been investing in them for decades van not been beaten, they don’t have magic stick”, said Pajaziti.

Turbulences in the family

According to the Pajaziti, family base get a punch from this phenomena, from the odyssey with repercussions from the traumas. ”In this period it is hard to take care of the family, not to mention the one that is thousands of kilometers far from you. So the problem with the socialization with the children shows, turbulences and family tragedies in a life that has lost lots of things, lost its stability and is filled with sorrow and ploy. It is very interesting fact that this fathers the Frenchmen call them peres demmisionaries: fathers with resignation, while the Englishmen call them “temporarily -fathers”, contemporally term as due to the professional and life obligations they hardly see their children, and they cheat the children with buying them toys, cloths and chocolates, and manage to get children’s love with material things”, said the sociologist Pajaziti.

He said that the exact statistic data will give us a clear picture of this modern situation (postmodern condition), and with the discussion with the people and the society reflections we can see that this trend is increasing, every day.

“All parameters are saying that it is started, belief that the family can not be broken is gone and the way is open toward running in another country to “get rich”, without thinking well of the consequences and their experience just to taste the joint life with the wife they have paid huge amount of money just to pretend that they are their wife or mother, and as they are says they are only seeing them at the time when they have to pay. The time will show the truth! said the sociologist and professor at the SEUE, Ali Pajaziti.
In front of the Center for social protection offices’ in Tetovo we met 39 years old R.S. He came to start the procedure for getting divorced with the wife with whom they had two children.  He did not want to present his identity as he said he did not want “every one to find out about this strange issue”. 
“I don’t have another way. I have been working here as a bricklayer with a group and cared for family. Now the children are in high school and after 2-3 years they will enroll the university. I’ll have to spend a lot for their education. I don’t want them to have the same job as I have....” said he while he was looking at the office door where he was waiting to complete the documents for divorce. He said that for this step he got the approval even from the wife and his children.
“I don’t do this just because I like, I discussed it with my family. If after four years I manage to get the documents there I’ll bring my wife and children too. I’ll be able to allow them to get at university diploma in one of the European countries. As it is now here the things are not going fine, explained Rasimi. My uncle son in Germany found me the wife. He is working there for a long time and in the same way he got the documents. Now his family is with him there, as there are two years as he got divorced with the German wife. She was from Eastern Germany. He told me we’ll have to pay 5 thousands euro until I regulate the documents. I don’t know if I’ll manage”, stated R.S. 

(The research is supported by the Danish Association for investigative journalism and Scoop).
