State catch in the illegal fisherman’s nets

During last 10 yeas connections and interaction between owners of tourist capacities and restaurants with illegal fisherman’s broth two endemic fish species  (Ohrid trout-Salmo Letnica and Ohrid white trout-Salmothymus) on the margins of existence. 

Illegal fishing of carps and catfishes only in Dojran and Prespa Lakes is exciding 50 tons yearly (10-15 000 peaces with average size from 1 to 5 kg). In other waters of Macedonia artificial lakes and rivers additional 100 tons of different sorts of fishes (not counting illegal trout fishing in Ohrid) are illegally catch yearly. Counted in money, value of illegally catch fish in Macedonia is passing 30 million denars.
Ohrid lake, divided between Macedonia and Albania is second oldest lake in the world (after Baikal lake in Russia), protected by UNESCO, known as museum of living fossils. Unfortunately in this lake commercial fishing without quotations (only in Macedonia from recently commercial fishing is temporary prohibited) on endemic and relict sorts of trout’s is still present. In normal countries, similar sorts of fishes are grown in the fish farms in order to satisfy gastronomic needs of population.
Macedonia and Albania are not only countries in the Balkans, which are showing irresponsibility to wild life. In Serbia only 53 bears live in natural environment, all other bears are keep at Roma clans, which keep the bears and learn young bears to dance on music and afterwards use them to present special performances on different public events. This will even not be so terrible if catching young bears sometimes does not include killing of mother bear and learning young bears to dance usually with use of fire and hot iron.
Intertitle
Barbarians 
If we exclude periods of deep prehistory, when populations from settlements around Ohrid Lake was not aware and able to take care of biodiversity of the lake, acting and attitudes of temporary generations who lives in the Ohrid lake region is totally un understandable and barbarian. 

Possibility for extinction of Ohrid trout was firstly sown in 30s years of past century and in 1935 kingdom of Yugoslavija appoint biologist dr.Sinisha Stankovic to establish first Hidrobiological institute in Ohrid aimed to study and protect flora and fauna of the lake which is remaining from tercier age (2-4 milions of years ago). In same years first repro-center in frame of hidro biological institute for ohrid trout was built, and after II world war second repro center in Shum near Struga was opened. Both repro-centers were build in order to recompense amounts of catch fishes. Unfortunately, this repro centers were never able to recompense caught fish fully, so Ohrid trout start becoming more and more rear. 
In last 10-12 years scientist announced numerous calls to stop with commercial fishing of Ohrid trout, but the gastronomes ask for more and more fish, so commercial fishing company (called Ohridska Pastmka - Ohrid trout ) from Ohrid which has concession for commercial fishing continue to catch over quotations over the edge of biological minimum needed for prolongation of the sort. 

International organizations for preservation of biodiversity, local ecological organizations and hydro biological institute send numerous appeals to stop commercial fishing in Ohrid Lake. After years of complains, finally before couple of years Macedonian government declare (temporary on 5 years) moratorium on fishing in Ohrid lake. The same recommendation was sent to Albania but Albania never stops commercial fishing of Ohrid trout in the lake. 

Mafia become concessionaire 

The prohibition of fishing firstly create huge complains mostly by restaurants and hotel owners and personal, this people were claiming that absence of Ohrid trout from their “meny” will destroy tourism in Ohrid. But the noise calm down very quick because illegal fishermans took over control on the lake, supplying restaurant, hotels and fish magazines with desired trout.     

With few honest exclusions most of the fisherman’s which were previously employed at Ohridska Patrmka fishing company continue to fish illegally, so price of the fish went up and illegal fishing become respectable “Bussines” especially because controls were weak or there was no serious control on the Lake. 
Research conducted in Ohrid, Struga, Podgradec and other costal community’s in Macedonia and Albania shows that fishing moratorium is not respect. Each day (including spawning season), on both Macedonian and Albanian side numerous illegal fisherman’s pressed by difficult social and economical situation are catching illegally with nets both forms of Ohrid trout’s (letnica and Belvica) and sold on black market which is always hungry for this delicacy fish.
I speak with many fisherman’s in Peshtani, Trpejca, Kalishta in Macedonia and their colleagues from Albanian communities Boches, Pishkupat, Poisk, Pogradec… for all of them fishing is still the only source of money income. Prices of illegally caught fishes are different and they are around 7-10 EUR per Kg in Albania and 15-20 EUR per kg in Macedonia. Market is always hungry for more trout so the sale is not problematic. 

Police is unable to organize actions for catching illegal fisherman’s each night, but only in one action on location between Ohrid and Struga on Macedonian side of the lake on beginning of this summer lake police authorities supported by police unit for fast interventions caught seven well organized and equipped groups of  fisherman’s .

How illegal fisherman’s are equipped and how profitable this crime is, can be seen from the fact that only in one police action more than 200 fishing nets, 9 power boats, binocular for nigh surveillance, pneumatic gun and other sophisticated equipment was confiscated, says Stefan Dimoski – public relation officer of Ohrid Police. Obliviously we have facing with illegal but very well organized illegal commercial fishing. Says Dimovski

Vancho Dimitriev from state agricultural inspectorate says that this is not only one case and that their inspectors and controls with support of police only in 2 months confiscated more than 2500 fishing nets. Unfortunately, this has no strong effect because same people are again in the lake. 

Authorities of Ministry of Agriculture, forestry and waters says that decision of Macedonian government to keep prohibition of commercial fishing until 2014 will not achieve desired effects if Albanian side don’t take similar measures.

Experts from Hydro biological institute from Ohrid are saying that this prohibition is too short and that 5 years is not enough long period for come-back of the biological equality in the lake which was destroyed by over fishing and pollution of the Lake. 

Inter title

We search for another job
Village of Pe[tani is traditionally fisherman’s community. M.J. on age of 30 was working as professional fisherman in the enterprise “Ohridska Pastrmka” He says – Since my enterprise lost concession for industrial fishing because of temporary moratorium on fishing in the lake, we all become jobless and we are on the street now. Nevertheless, even fishing moratorium is on we all wish every day, because we do not have other existential source. When state decide to close our enterprise they did not give as any alternative job or choice. We will fish until we have gear and nets and until there is any fishes in the water. I don’t sea reason for fishing moratorium there is a still fish in the lake.” Says M.J. It is strange but local tourist workers have the same attitude.

Illegal fishing for Ohrid trout-Salmo Letnica and Ohrid white trout-Salmothymus is widely spread on both sides of the lake. Since 1996 on Albanian side of the lake illegal fishing is getting dimensions of modern industrial fishing using sea fishing equipment and nets long with kilometers which didn’t give chance the fish.  

Adrijan Paluchi, employee at the department for agriculture in Tirana says that Pogradec is a traditional fishermans city on the lake, but until 1990s, they were fishing only to satisfy personal needs and needs of their community. Parallel with development of tourism fishing for Ohrid trout become very respectable and high-income business..
Now around 100 professional fisherman’s are organized in professional fisherman’s association in Pogradec. Paluchi is warning that fisherman’s are under strong pressure from hotels and restaurants owners. The numerous tourist capacities built on Albanian side of the lake are constantly increasing need for fresh fish, forcing fishermans to use new techniques and sophisticated equipment, which will in longer-term lead to possibility of total extinction of trout from the Lake.

Because of economical reasons, commercial fishing on Albanian side of the lake is still allowed. There is low regulation, which protects fish during winter reproduction period (only 60 days), but no one is respecting that prohibition.
On the road from Kjafasan to Podgradec there is tenths of places where local population is selling fresh trout. On numerous parking places behind the dusty country road, improvised fish stores are made. Fish are selling in the old bathtubs and other plastic dishes, while in more sophisticated shops fish are sale in big glassy aquariums full with living trout’s. These improvised shops without any sanitary control are mainly located near to restaurants and motels and they are intend to sold “market sufficient” from restaurants and hotels. Price is 5-7 euros for kg. 
The road locates House of Urim and Shpendi (father and son), only 20 meters from the lake. In front of their yard on the cost, they sold fresh trout directly from the boat. Price is 7 eur. for kg.
Elite restaurant „Ble Alb” settled 15 kilometers from Podgradec is offering fresh (cocked) trout all around the year for price of 12-15 euros for kg depending from season.   

Skadar Lake is divided between Albania and Montenego and this lake is sharing same destiny as Ohrid, because if the over fishing continue in future its biodiversity will be seriously endangered. Near the famous “Wooden Bridge” where Bojana River is coming out from the lake near 2000kg of fresh fish are for sale each day. 

Montenegro and Albania will have to solve this issue regionally very soon, but again Albania has low interest in closing these questions.
Darko Sachevic is Ornithologist from Montenegro he says: Its not only the question of over fishing, during the winter period Skadar lake is home for more birds than average European countries has all around the year. 2097 species of these birds are under international protection.
It is strange that Montenegro, declared as ecological state, protects (as national park) only 10% of the territory, on other hand for example in Slovenia 35% of territory is under state protection. – Say Sachevic.
Bears Dance 

The situation with the European brown bears is saddest in Serbia where only 53 bears live free life in nature, most of them national Park “Tara”. All other bears (numbers difficult to calculate) are keep in prison from Roma ethnicity groups who teach bears to dance on sound of music, frequently using cruel methods with hot iron an order to push bears to jump on music. This tradition, which is still present in Roma communities has double negative effects because in order to catch young (baby) bear which will be sold for “Bear Dance” illegal hunters first have to kill mother Bear.  Afterwards this bears live in worst conditions people can imagine, and they are usually use to make bear performances on village fairs, which secure high incomes for their owners. This traditions are heritage from the periods before Second World War, we are now trying to find another job and economic income for those people in order to stop this traditions – says Snezana Milovanovic from the organization “Freedom for Animals”

Ministry of Agriculture and forestry in Serbia signed recently Bern convention for protection of Bears and according Sasa Dravina from these ministry Serbian authorities together with local NGOs and International organizations for protection of wild live try to locate this bears and after that to send this bears in special center for rehabilitation of semi-domesticated bears in Bulgaria. Also Serbia is in procedure of creation of similar center for bear rehabilitation in frame of National Park Tara. We have to protect this bears urgently because their owners blind them and they are not capable for individual life in the natural surrounding. - says Milovanovic
When we speak about big mammals in forest of Montenegro situation is not very “Pink” because many hunting grounds are controlled by illegal hunters, but most critical situation is with rear species of birds which are frequently smuggled out of Montenegro – Says sachevic

In Macedonia most of elite restaurants offer to their special customer’s sausages made from bear meat even everybody knows that bears are under constant protection and bear hunt is strictly prohibit. In many small cities like Kriva Planka, Demir Hisar, Kichevo, Makedonski brod -all settled in mountain regions Macedonia, in the meet stores, products with wild boar meet can be find. Numerous local hunters pressed by unemployment hunt illegally every day, mostly wild boars and dears. Afterwards they sold meet to local butchers who buy this meet for prices lower than farmed domestic meet, they afterwards mix wild and domestic meet in different products in order to decline products prices in their shops. 
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CAMERA
Regional organizations for preservation of biodiversity “Euronatura” and Swiss environmental organization “Mav” work on monitoring of population of Balkan Lynx in Macedonia and Albania. 3 years ago, they set 64 special cameras called photo traps on territory of National Park Mavrovo in Macedonia and in National Park Chebnik-Jablanica in Albania. After 24 months of monitoring this cameras capture 29 lynx in N.P. Mavrovo in Macedonia and no one has been record in Albania. Reasons for absence of lynx on Albanian side of same mountains is uncontrolled hunt combined with forest devastation and enormous cut of forests – says professor of Biodiversity from Tirana Spase Shumka. Unfortunately, these tendencies are lately spreading on regions bordering National Park Mavrovo especially on Shar Mountain. Proffesor of faculty of natural sciences in Skopje and expert in biodiversity Ljupcho Melovski says that urban mafia occupied around 10.000 hectares on Shara Mountain, and forest mafia and illegal hunters attack onother parts of Shara. The only way to protect this unique biodiversity is to proclaime Shara Mountain as National Park.
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Low regulations
According fishing legislative, fishing nets are tools used only for commercial fishing (strictly prohibited in sport fishing) and only concessionaires according their resource use plans can use fishing nets. In most of the countries that has no access to sea coast, fishing nets can be obtained (imported) only from concessionaires which also need special authorization from Ministry of agriculture or waters. Unfortunately in Macedonia fishing nets can be obtained everywhere by very low prices. 

Now in Macedonia there is no concessionaires which have concession for professional fishing. Procedures for Dojran and Prespa Lake are on going and Ohrid lake is under 5 years fishing moratorium, other waters (artificial lakes, reservoirs and rivers) are given to concession only for sport fishing. Now we come to a questions how carps from Dojran and Prespa Lake and catfishes from Vardar River comes on restaurants meny when sales of hooked fish in sport fishing is very strictly prohibited (most of sport anglers stick to this regulation because of believing that if you sold hooked fish you will never catch fish again). 
Illegal fishing on mentioned species of fish   only in Dojran and Prespa Lake basins is exciding 50 tons yearly (10-15 000 peaces with average size from 1 to 5 kg). In other waters of Macedonia both lakes and rivers additional 100 tons of different sorts of fishes (not counting illegal trout fishing in Ohrid) are illegally catched yearly. Counted in money, value of illegally catch fish in Macedonia is passing 30 million denars.

