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They lived for twenty years together with others, half of the time in fear of eviction. Lyubov Lipseyeva, resident of a Kyiv dormitory, wakes up in terror every morning of being thrown out onto the street with her sick father and underage child. This unsettled lifestyle began when the building, which originally belonged to the plant “Bavovnyanka,” was bought by a commercial enterprise. 
Lyubov Lipseyeva: 

They put conditions on us, forcing us to move out: they threatened us that they will cut off our electricity or water, they let strange people live here that walk around drunk, with needles, etc. 

Maria Chmyr, after futile complaints and requests to all possible officials, was able to prove in court that the dormitory was sold illegally. If not for the building’s location, there wouldn’t be a problem, she says. 

Maria Chmyr:
The notorious dormitory changed owners in the 90s a couple of times, just as the plant it was a part of did. The building was included into the charter fund of the plant regardless of the fact that the law prohibits the inclusion of residential buildings into these funds. The open joint stock company “Bavovnyanka” excluded the dorm from its assets by 2004, and sold it to a company with a similar name, “Bavovnyanka-Zhytlo” (Bavovnyanka-Residence) – in this way over 200 m2 of residential area in downtown Kyiv was given out for just UAH 180 ths. Moreover, in the contract it says that the space is non-residential. 

Similarly, in just a year, the dormitory was resold to the company “Stabil-Group,” where again it was labeled as a non-residential space. Nobody cared that ever since the mid-50s, this dorm was part of the residential fund of the Pechersk district in Kyiv. Neither the buyers nor sellers explained the reason for the sudden change in the dormitory’s residential/non-residential status. Representatives of “Stabil-Group” refuse to provide any comment. 
(telephone loadspeaker) I cannot talk right now – (click)

Picture: Protest with people yelling “For shame, for shame”

These shots are from a recent protest in which about 100 dormitory residents gathered together for the fifth time from different districts of Kyiv. They have one and the same request – return privatized dormitories to the state and stop evicting residents from them. To resolve the problem, parliament enacted a law last year that prohibits the eviction of dorm residents without their agreement or without providing an alternative residence. However, later, we found out that this law concerns only housing under communal or state ownership. 
Anatoliy Matvienko, MP:
We cannot act in this particular case since it is private property and we cannot intrude into matters of private property. 
Anatoliy Matvienko, author of this law, recognizes its shortcomings. However, he is sure that nobody has a right to intrude into private property matters or forcefully take it into state ownership. First, we need to prove that the dorm was sold illegally. The other way is to buy it and then return it to community property. However, the MP does not believe in the feasibility of the second variant. 
According to him, to return 4,000 privatized dorm-apartments, the state would need over UAH 20 mln. 

Anatoliy Matvienko, MP:

Due to the crisis, I very much question the possibility of buying dorms from the owners and returning them to community ownership. Where can we get such money? 

In order to speed up the process, the MP advises residents to go to courts to prove the illegality of the privatization of their dorms. At the prosecutor general’s office, they just shrug. They say that they cannot help everybody, thus they more often protect the interests of those who cannot do it themselves because of medical disabilities. Moreover, in most cases concerning dormitories, the owners of the dormitories win because of loopholes in the residential code and law “On Privatization.” 

Oleksiy Denysyuk, Head of the department on the protection of the rights and freedom of citizens at the Prosecutor General’s Office: 

Until March 2005, there was no distinct law on the privatization of state property; there was no clear mandate that dormitories could not be privatized. In the new law, however, it is very clear that buildings in residential funds cannot be privatized.  
According to officials, in the 90s each branch of the State Property Fund in the regions interpreted the law differently. Some said that dormitories belonged to the fund of residential objects, while others denied that and granted rights for them to be privatized. As the prosecutors explain, this is exactly the reason why it is hard to prove that it’s the owner’s fault. Last year, out of 20 lawsuits filed, only six were resolved in favor of residents. Overall, since independence, the state managed to return no more than 150 dormitories into its ownership. 
Oleksiy Mishchenko, Defender of dormitory resident rights:
The situation is identical to that of the Russian Empire in the 19th century. People have no rights, people have no property. When the owner wants, they can evict people, whether or not residents have a place to go. And nobody cares that those people worked at the plant for 20-30 years. 
One of the defenders of dormitory residents’ rights, Kyivan Oleksiy Mishchenko, complains about the owner’s highhandedness. Even presidential intervention didn’t help, said Mr. Mishchenko. Last year, after numerous protests, the president issued an order according to which he obligated all dormitory residents to register at their place of residence, and instituted a moratorium on future evictions. 
Oleksiy Mishchenko, Defender of dormitory resident rights:

The order is ignored by everyone – absolutely all branches of power – the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Justice; people are being evicted just like before regardless of the president’s prohibition and order. 
Residents were told openly – the right to property is higher than any presidential order, said a lawyer. Now the over 10,000 people that live in privatized dorm-apartments have nothing but to wait for their eviction. In the former “Bavovnyanka” dormitory, only 60 families are left. Neither the law, nor the authorities are able to protect these people. 
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