Research: Brazilian meat on Macedonian market
Counters filled with meat and merchandise
ANILA LIMANI

The meat that comes from Brazil through illegal ways continues to be sold in Macedonia, in most of the cases in conditions that are not hygienic appropriate, on the market counters. Through the meat is controlled (if fills the necessary health conditions) often there are cases when in Macedonia arrives meat from Brazil which is not controlled. This meat enters in Macedonia through border checkpoints in front of the border control eyes and there are cases when trade of this meat happens over the mountains, loaded over the horses’ backs. 
Afterwards this type of meat ends up in the kitchen of the different restaurants as well as in the green market where there is no single hygienic sanitary condition that is necessary to be full filled. On the market where the meat enters in illegal, way it is sold with lower prices compared with the meat that is sold in the regular meat stores (two thirds from the regular price). The current economical and social conditions pushed the citizens to buy that meat even though they doubt about the consequences that might come out of consummation. The sale persons at the counters said that they do not earn anything more from sale then ‘mouthful bread’ for their children. The biggest part of the money goes to the meat owners that are keeping the meat in the storehouses situated in the periphery of Skopje. The experts explain that if meat is only three hours exposed to inappropriate conditions 5 million bacteria develop which even though are not pathogenic for the human beings when they occur in such huge number they are risk for human health. If you pass through the counters in Old Bazaar in Skopje you can see a line of counters filled with meat products, most of them come from Brazil.
The meat is sold on the same counters with the other merchandise

The author of this text made photography of an event that has influence over every one, except to the inspectors that do not see or do not want to see. On the same counters in the market of Old Bazaar the merchandise is sold and on the other side, next to it is the meat from Brazil, which ahs entered in Macedonia on illegal way. This meat, that is sold on the counters is not labelled, there is no single sign that shows its origin. The salespersons do not want to talk, they are just inviting people to come and buy cheaper meat, which is fresh. If you approach, you will see that the price is cheaper and goes from 170 up to 260 denars for kilogram, depending on the type, but you cannot see the fresh meat at all, as this is meat that has been frozen in Brazil and now it started to melt on sun. As you approach to the market and you ask the first salesperson what kind of meat it is he will answer you: It is meat from Brazil, every one sells it, and you should know if he says something else then he is lying. As pass by the counters with meat you will notice that on some of them the meat has labels, while on most of them there is nothing written. The labels are sign that assures you that this meat has not entered in Macedonia in illegal way. However, even for the ones that have labels there is no proof that that have entered the country in legal or illegal way, as the label is with fake seal, which is done on every corner in Skopje. On salesperson on the green market said that the labels on merchandise are changed fast. “As soon as the date on the merchandise label passes the label is replaced with new one with new date”, he says.

Merchandise is bought from the storehouses situated in the periphery of the town
One salesperson that sells meat from Brazil and other products on the market Old Bazaar said that the Brazilian meat is present on the market for 6 years. ”I work here every day, in winters and in summers. I have to work as I have children that I have to care for and to provide schooling for them”, starts the discussion. He said that there is not much earning, as they are buying the meat with expensive price from the persons that are selling the meat, which is kept in the storehouses situated in the periphery of the town. “I don’t earn more those 40 denars from a kilogram. I buy the meat for 180 denars and I sell it for 220 denars. I do not earn more not from the meat bought in Brazil, nor from the liver meat “, says he explaining that even the people today don’t have money to buy it. “They buy, but in the past period, there is much of it left. People do not have money to buy meat. They buy more meat during the holidays or when they have something to celebrate in the family. The crisis is everywhere”, says he reminding him-self that only 4-5 years ago his business was “blooming”. “At the beginning there was much work, people were buying”, says he while explaining the way that he is providing him-self with those products. “I don’t know if it is sold in legal or illegal way, I go there take the merchandise and make an agreement that I will give them money after I sell it. This is suitable for me and for many years I am buying at the same person”, says he.

Meanwhile, even though the citizens doubt about this type of meat they continue to buy it, as the prise are cheap. One citizen who is buying Brazilian meat from Old Bazaar said that this is cheaper solution. He does not think about if the meat is controlled or not, for him it is important the price, the taste is same, but he says that is the length of his pocket. “If it has enters on illegal way it does not matter to me, it is up to the state to regulate it. What I need I get it”, says he leaving us fast.

Meat is transported even with horses
From the Ministry for Internal affair (MIA) explain that the police has managed to capture 7 tones and 9245 kilograms of meat that has arrived from Brazil, which on illegal way was about to enter in Macedonia and has accused three persons for it. One of the cases is very interesting, when six horses loaded with 150 kilograms meat were catch near the village of Blace, Skopje. The people that were accompanying the horses (three) had run away, while the police catch the horses loaded with Brazilian meat. “In relation to the cases with the illegal trade of Brazilian meat on the territory of Macedonia in the period of 2007 up to 2009 the following were cases were registered: 
During 2007 in line with the activities for finding and stopping the trade with nutritional products with out documentation two cases of illegal trade with meat were found out, with total weight of 6 tones and 875 kilograms of meat. In the first case, near the village of Banjani in Skopje in the transportation vehicles with number plates from Kosovo where were three people travelling from Skopje were found out 6 tones of frozen meat without documentation which originated from Brazil, which was about to be sold on our markets”, explains the spokesperson of MIA, Ivo Kotevski. MIA raised accusations towards one person for hiding the merchandise that are subject of illegal trade and double-dealing according to the Article 278 from the Law on criminal acts of R. Macedonia. “In the second case in Kumanovo during the control in the meat industry were found out and confiscated 875 kilograms of pork with Brazilian origin with out documentation. MIA raised accusations towards two people form Skopje for the act of hiding the products that are subject of illegal trade and double-dealing according to the Article 278 from the Law on criminal acts of R. Macedonia”, said Kotevski. He explains that during the 2008 one case was found out of illegal trade with meat, where were confiscated 1.050 kilograms meat from Brazil. “The case was discovered in April 2008 near the village Blace, Skopje. During the try to enter in Macedonia on illegal way were catch 3 people with 6 horses loaded with illegal meat from Brazil with total weight of 1 tone and 50 kilograms. After were warned to stop, the unknown people run away in direction of Kosovo, leaving the meat in the hands of the Veterinarian inspectorate in Skopje. Until April 2009 no single case with illegal meat from Brazil was discovered”, said Kotevski. 
Only 3 customs officers were convicted

According to the information from the Customs Directorate, only 3 custom officers in the past period of three years were convicted for acts related to the trade of Brazilian meat. “From the Sector for professional responsibility on 31 December 2007 were raised accusation for custom officers with initials T.U., T.T. and G.P for the act of criminal misusing their responsibilities and official authorizations which were hand over to the Basic Court in Skopje. After the Custom Directorate confirmed the witnessing, pointed to their basic doubts. That the customs officers on a fictive way covered 4 transition procedures at the cross border in Blace, which are in total amount of 103 tones of meat from Brazil. That they have misused their position and allowed the company for transport of merchandise to be punished for illegal use of the asset with value of 1.312.672, 00 denars”, it was said in the answer from the Custom Directorate, signed by the director Vancho Kargov.

Still for the period of 2008 and 2009 no single custom officer was fined, nor employee at the customs. 

The Custom Directorate in the frame of its authorities conducted auditor acts gave directions to the judicial authorities for the importer of this type of merchandise. “On the base of provided statements, Sector for control and inquiry during the period of 2006-2007 raised three accusations based on suspicion of performed criminal acts on cheating. First one was 2006 against the legal entity “ERMA DOOEL” from the village of Lipkovo and the physical persons J.E., Zh.I., S.N. and A.M. Based on the suspecting that started procedure for transition of the cow meat is not finished in the total amount of 29.170 kilograms after the evaluation the meat price was 323.011,00 denars. In 2007 was raised accusation towards legal entity POVER TRANS from Skopje and the person H.B., legal entity DTSHTU SIMAKS SHPK from Skopje and M.S. and Xh.S. Again, the started procedure for chicken meat with origin from Brazil in total weight of 102.932 kilograms and in value of 1.312.672, 00 denars”, explain from the Customs Directorate. According to all engagements of the Customs Directorate, they are dedicated to fight against organized criminal and corruption, and are ready to start with transparent working and application of right legal procedures.
Inspectors at the Directorate for food did not discovered single case

Even though the meat is selling on the counters in different locations, the inspectors at the Directorate for food besides their boosting that they have conducted dozen of actions have not managed to discover a single case with meat from Brazil that has entered in Macedonia on illegal way.

Ph.D. Bozin Petrevski, manager of the Inspectorate for surveillance at the Directorate for food explains that during the official controls, the inspectors at the beginning are controlling the documentation for the origin of the merchandise, in the concrete cases the meat, quantity that has been purchased from the distributors and the environment where it is kept. “Until now we have many objects where the Brazilian meat is used as first of the all products or it is used for food. The inspectors’ controls up to now should be conducted in different locals and restaurants, as they are part of the risk objects as well in the summer, as was one case which showed that this meat according to the microbiological analyzes was not suitable though its origin was from Macedonia”, says Petrevski. Ph.D. Petrevski said that the trade of meat on the counters is illegal; it is breaking the law, without taking into the consideration the origin and the citizens are participating in it. “We can not close every store and every counter to eliminate what is illegal or to sanction what is illegal. Citizens should not buy products and meat which are without declaration, the ones that are not regulated on right way and for the ones we don’t know the origin”, says he explaining that have done many actions on the markets, on Old Bazaar and on the green markets. “We are now at short period of time to regulate several issues, but the responsibility is to the ones that are selling that meat, the owners that are allowing that meat to be part of the trade. The sanctions will not be only for those that are selling the meat, but also for the people that are managing the objects. If the Markets in Skopje have authorization over Old Bazaar, it should be punished as it has allowed meat trade on the market. On the markets it is allowed to sell fruit and vegetables and other products that are not influenced by the temperature”, said Petrevski. In the Directorate for food are employed 58 inspectors, which are obliged to control all the locals that exist in Macedonia. Ph.D. Petrevski said it won’t matter much is the number of employed inspectors is increased or decreased, if the awareness of the consumers is not raised at the appropriate level to boycott these types of products that have un known origin. “We can have one million of employed inspectors and still we will have the same situation, if we do not raise the level of awareness. No state will have success in this direction without working on increasing the citizens’ awareness”, he stated.  
The Court is giving minimal punishments

Even in the cases where the people that are breaking the law are found out, the court is giving minimal punishments. “We have send lots of requests to the court officials, many of them have entered in the process, but we do not have influence over the court officials concerning the punishment. The level of punishment is regulated according to the law, but we have cases where according to the process and the law the punishment should be 3000 euro, and the court officials are issuing the punishment of only 6.000 denars”, said Ph.D. Bozin Petrevski, explaining that it seems that they do not know the Criminal law. He said that they are actively working with Veterinarian Directorate, with the Agricultural Inspectorate and other sectors. “We had joint activities in Old Bazaar with Veterinarian Directorate and the Market Inspectorate. Those actions should happen often, and our old programs and plans do not allow it”, said he. Petrevski explains that they can not do more then two controls per year in the objects that are categorized as risk ones as otherwise they will put on a side the others that also can be categorized in the risk group. Another line that is part connects illegal with legal ones is the preparation of the fake documents by the salespersons or the restaurants. Ph.D. Petrevski said no matter how many times they give to the restaurants documents that are informing for example which companies are dealing with the Brazilian meat, still they continue to use meat with suspicion origin.
Most of the diseases are coming from the bacteria

The biggest part of the diseases (70%) is caused by the consumption of food that is not safe and by the irregular feeding. Every state has adopted National Strategy for safe food, it happened with Macedonia in 2007. “I want to point that the Strategy and the National plan for USA, introduction part is written by the President and suggests: 70 % of the diseases are caused by consumption of not safe food and 350 billions of dollars is spent for healing of the diseases caused by the consumption of not safe food. Germany has spent 82 billions euro for healing of those diseases”, said Ph.D. Bozin Petrevski. 
The Market Inspectorate does not deal with meat
The Market Inspectorate explains that they do not deal with meat. They say that they control everything, except for meat and they are not responsible for it. The Veterinarian Directorate controls meat import in Macedonia on the cross-border checkpoints, first they ask for approval by the Ministry for agriculture and then allows it to be imported. Concerning the not specialized stores, as are the markets and business objects (locals, restaurants) the Directorate for food is responsible for their controlling, i.e. the inspectors from the Directorate for food control them.
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Ps: I am waiting for the information from the Veterinarian Directorate. I am waiting for some time and I will go and take them. Tomorrow or day after tomorrow I will go.

In addition, I have documented all of the above-mentioned information, part of them is taped, and some part of it I have them received over fax or e-mail. I can send them if you want.
