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T: Bugging as a way of living and management of the politics
ST: The usage of the different devices for following the politicians communications is a long time standard activity in Macedonia, which is even a public secret

Aleksandar Bozhinovski
Since 1945, up until today the following of the communications is a mass used technique in the Macedonian politics, whether as a result of ideological reasons in the past  or party's, since the independence until to today. The numerous statements of the officials are witnessing for the existence of the Macedonian secret police' dossiers opened up in 2000.  
Krste Veljanovski is the first Macedonian that received its dossier form the MIA in 2000. The old trader, died half an hour after he got his dossier, immediately after he found out that the reason for being tracked was not his anti-communist attitude, but for his "pro-Bulgarian" orientation or as it is written in the document for his "VM line" (Line of Vancho Mihajovski).
We got the possibility to have  a look at the huge dossier, together with the shorthand reports from the bugged discussions, though they did not suggested at any part of the document hit pro-Bulgarian affinity.  
The inspectors from DSSA and its sneaks in Macedonia always were interested in its personal material interest. The ideology had a tiny role - said Zoran Veljanovski, his son.
At he end of the last year in the Assembly was adopted the new Law for communication tracking. Instead of precise law the government got amended law for tracking the communication with wider jurisdiction  for the security services, which is explained by the police saying " If you are not guilty there is no reason to be afraid".
According to the professor Goran Kalajdziev, the new law for communication tracking has no connection point with the legislation. 
-Today with the development of the new technology we are especially vulnerable. With the  authorization they have form the technology, they can track the communication from everyway, - said Kalajdziev. Nikola Tupanchevski also from the Faculty for Law reacted that the law  for communication tracking is adopted without public debate, which is non-allowable   having in consideration the law sensibility. 
- It is erased the provision according to which he communication tracking can be applied only for 
the criminal acts. Does it means that now your communication will be tracked even if you are prosecuted for insult or calumny?- says Tupanchevski.
An the Ministry od internal affairs in 2007 supplied it self with number of devices for such aim, and it connected them with the "friendly" services. MIA with the funds from European Agency for Reconstruction (EAR) was equipped with almost 4.000 radio-devices for the police officers and their official vehicles from the British company  "Sepura" that are compatible with the global system for communication tracking, well-known as system Eschalon, one of the key NATO's means. In the MIA they don’t want to talk about the Eschalon, but they announced the details about the tender which is of great importance for the police efficiency. 
Eschalon, the most sophisticated system for bugging and tracking of all forms of communication, is jointly used by the USA, Canada, Great Britain, Australia and EU. This system is indirectly managed by the biggest American Intelligence Agency NSA  (National Security Agency) which is counterpart to the our Direction for security and counter-intelligence. The Eschalon can bug all satellite and to make field-search supported by the GPS system (this is the system used for tracking Bin Laden).  The system can found even ordinary calculator or any other device that radiates even low levels of energy.  The euro and dollar banknotes had a special strip that the system Eschalon could follow it. 
The system can track land-mines.
But, there is no Commission or any other entity for control of the such technique usage either in state institutions or private company.  
Until now there was not created effective system for control of these devices for bugging. Someone from the government should explain how these devices are going to be controlled. No one ever told us how much was spent for the equipment for communication tracking. Here are the possibilities for the misuses . With the possibility such equipment to be used by the private companies, the misuse won't be only by the government. At he end they that adopted this law will become the victims of bugging, states the professor Slagjana Taseva.     

From the Direction for protection of the personal data state that it is necessary to take care how the personal data gathered by the bugging  is used. 
-The citizens should know that according to the Law for communication tracking they should possess court warrant for such activity. And related to the ones that sell different types of equipment via advertisements they should know that is unlawful - says Marijana Marushik, the leader of the Direction.
In the period of 2000/ 2001 in the state 40 journalist were bugged. The affaire was revealed by the opposition leader at that time Branko Crvenkovski. The journalists got the dispute in court, with very small financial compensation. Aleksandar Cvetkov, ex-chief of the department for bugging in MIA  and one of the suspected for this affaire together with the Minster of the MIA at that time, Dosta Dimovska says: 
-For that affaire there was no involvement of the DSC and the MIA. I believe that the President of the SDSM and nowadays the President of R. Macedonia, Mr. Branko Crvenkovski in a hasty way, manipulated by the people he trusted to, announced the issue pretty loudly, without estimating  that it can block the function of the security services in the wake of one new aggression on Macedonia, the consequences of that aggression are felt even today. But lets go step by step. The Minister for internal affairs at that time Dosta Dimovska  gave mi the copies of the documents i.e. "shorthand"  and ask me what I think. It was obviously that they done by the service, but it was a try to make them to look like our official documents. Just to remind you, beside the legal examination entity for the case was engaged the Commission for following the work of the DSC, where were the prominent members of the SDSM as are Ljupcho Popovski and Jani Makraduli and if there was a single concession opposite to the law I'm sure it would have been registered and announced in the public. After few months of examination such data was not found, and now after three years of the affaire, there is biased prosecution against me and at that time the Minister for the Internal Affairs, Dosta Dimovska only based on the statement that the MIA possess equipment for the communication tracking and according to that is performer of the incriminated activities, -says Cvetkov.

On the question who bugged the journalists, Cvetkov answers:

-That is a crucial question. I possess certain information about who bugged them and what was the equipment that they used, but let's not talk in advance, I believe the truth will come out soon. I would like to state that I submitted charges for calumny against Branko Crvenkovski and until the very day I still wait for the invitation for the court hearing. I submitted the charges not to sanction him but, at the same prosecution with the argument to reach the truth  and to assure him-self that has been manipulated and at the same time to remove the blot from the security structures in R. Macedonia.  
