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After the Rose Revolution Financial Police of Georgia revealed numerous irregularities and criminal deals that were practiced in the Railway of Georgia. However in the process of inquiry the investigators who uncovered those irregularities were replaced and their acts were classified. Senior Financial Police inspector, Tengiz Tsiklauri, who wrote 12 of those acts, was fired from his job.

Our investigative team attempted to get access to those acts through official requests. All our requests were rejected by official structures. But we still managed to get four of them through our confidential source. Those documents describe serious violations of law. A number of people were formally charged because of those violations. Director of finances of the Railway of Georgia, Amiran Tevzadze was arrested and charged with willful embezzlement.
A month later, in his testimony, chief of the Railway of Georgia, Irakli Ezugbaia told prosecutors that Tevzadze’s actions had caused no damages to the railway. Tevzadze’s charges were eased and he was freed from jail. Moreover, Amiran Tevzadze was eventually reinstalled in his old position as a director of finances of the Railway of Georgia.
Mr. Tevzadze was not the only official who was formally convicted. The head of commercial department Tamaz Tsikhelashvili, the director of economic department, Ramin Mitiashvili and the director of commercial department Ramaz Giorgadze received suspended sentences for their role in embezzlement. Despite their convictions, all three of them remain in the Railway of Georgia. Ramaz Giorgadze was put in charge of the 400 million dollar project that oversees construction of one of the sections of the Karsi-Akhalkalaki railway.

Former member of parliament Bidzina Gujabidze, had tried for years to alert law enforcement bodies about irregularities in the Railway of Georgia, but all in vain. According to Gujabidze, for years the Railway of Georgia had been the election headquarters for the ruling National Movement party where money’d been collected to finance election campaign of President Saakashvili.
Former chairwoman of the parliament of Georgia Nino Burjanadze also confirmed that the elite corruption and controversial tenders were rampant in the Railway of Georgia.
Controversial tenders are subjects of a number of Financial Police acts that we got. According to one of those acts the Railway of Georgia announced Dnepropetrovsk Railway Car Repair Factory winner of the tender to modernise 19 railroad cars and a dining car, even though Tbilisi Electric Train Repair Factory, also participating in the tender, was asking 800 thousand dollars less, then the Ukrainian company for the job. According to the Financial Police document, the decision of the tender commission, has caused the Railway of Georgia and the state budget of Georgia 1 500 000 dollars in losses.
One more interesting detail: a day after money was transferred to Dnepropetrovsk Railway Car Repair Factory, chief of the Railway of Georgia Irakli Ezugbaia, director of the passenger traffic department Temur Bulia and deputy chief of the purchases agency Mindia Shetekauri left for a business trip for Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine.
The two of the financial police acts alone, show that controversial tenders carried out by the Railway of Georgia has caused Georgian budget over 5 million lari losses.
However, it is not controversial tenders alone that have caused the Railway of Georgia and the state budget millions of lari in damages. Former railway officials say that a faulty tradition of outdating railroad cars, that originates from the days of the former Railway chief Akaki Chkhaidze, has been successfully continued under Ezugbaia. The same sources say that this criminal business is run by the same group of people who were in charge of it in the past.

The chief of the group is Anzor Babunashvili, nicknamed a Black Cashbox. His illegal activities are described by three different sources. All three sources confirm that Babunashvili, the chief of the cargo traffic department since 2001, is busy by artificially outdating railroad cars.
On August 1, 2002, three railway officials were charged with writing off thousand railroad cars by a single act. However investigators showed no interest towards Babunashvili, even though it was his official duty to control writing off of the inventory. The investigators showed no interest towards 700 railroad cars either, that were written off earlier.
Unlike law enforcement bodies, Babunashvili’s activities did not go unnoticed by new director general of the Railway of Georgia, Irakli Ezugbaia in October 2005. According to our source, new director general decided to build up his reputation by disclosing Babunashvili’s criminal deals. But the same source says that Babunashvili’s friends - former economy minister Giorgi Arveladze and former chief of financial police Davit Kezerashvili - were quick to interfere. 
Former chief of the inspection team under head of the Railway of Georgia Benedikte Khurtsidze says he personally received an offer to participate in the process of outdating of the railroad cars. Khurtsidze says he rejected the offer and that was why he became unwanted for the high rank government officials.
On December 10, 2002, three months after rejecting his participation in the illegal activity, 72 year-old Khurtsidze was attacked by two unknown men in the entrance of his home in Meskhisvili Street. He was hit by blunt objects in head and back. He was put in neurosurgical department of the first clinical hospital with severe wounds. Khurtsidze says the attackers were not robbers as they did not take his mobile phone and 200 lari he had in pocket.
Benedikte Khurtsidze is not the only victim of the pursuit launched by heads of the Railway of Georgia. Former machinist  Gia Kruashvili also recalls cases of pressure exerted on him by Irakli Ezugbaia.
In the process of studying financial wrongdoings in the Railway of Georgia, our investigative team sent numerous letters to the railway headquarters, ministry of finances of Georgia and all corresponding government structures to receive answers to our questions. In a three month period our questions were either turned down, or we were turned back without explanation.
In the process of journalistic investigation, we sent our questions to the director general of the Railway of Georgia a couple of times, concerning corrupt schemes practiced in his company. However, Irakli Ezigbaia decided to make no comment on these issues. We managed to make a single interview with him in a Marriot hotel, while he was attending an official reception. He promised to answer our questions in the shortest possible time, but he hasn’t kept his word.
