Caption
 In the last issue: Turkey has most experience in goldmining with cyanides at the Balkans. The damages on the environment and people are most important as well- deforestation near the mines, water poisoning and emigration of many families. The struggle of the affected people with the international corporations is unequal – for 17 years there were 72 court decisions, form Regional Courts in Turkey to the Human Rights Court in Strasbourg in favor of the Ovacik people. Five times the Turkish Courts closed the mine in Ovacik. No result. The mine is still functioning. Because this is the cheapest way to produce gold.
By Nevena Panayotova and Denis Kuznetsov

Turkey: Closing the Kisladag mine
A map of the gold mines on the Balkans, Number 5 is Kisladag, the biggest gold mine in Turkey

22 000 trees were cut, (a real treasure for this semi-desert region), and now this place of 15 717 ha is surrounded by barbed wire, inside a 1 km² open pit the biggest gold mine in Turkey, more than 500 m deep. 
After one year of court cases on the 9th of July 2007 the Turkish Court of Appeal decided to close the Kisladag gold mine owned by Tuprag subsidiary of the Canadian Eldorado Gold Corporation. The EIA was declared “unconditionally illegal” and the possibility to continue some kind of production would couse irreparable damages to the region. For Mehmet Yelmaz, manager in Tuprag, subsidiary of Eldorado Gold Corporation, this was not a final decision. The mine was temporary closed and the company prepares for a long battle in court. In the beginning of March 2008 the mine was reopened. 
The lawsuits filed by 18 lawyers from the town of Usak after the accident on the night of 26th to 27th of June 2006 were the reason to close the mine. 

The biggest open pit gold mine in Turkey is situated at 35 km form the town of Usak and 210 km on the highway from Izmir. For centuries the region has been famous for its sheep breeding and carpet industry. The gold mine provoked serious unrest in the region. 
The cyanide plant was officially opened on the 15th of July 2006. In reality, the plant was in exploitation from 26th of April the same year. The first gold bar was poured out on the 12th of May 2006 and production started on the 1th of July.
A thick forest - real treasure for this semi-desert region - was growing at the place of the mine a few years ago. But some 22 000 trees were cut and this place of 15 717 ha was surrounded by thorny wire, in the middle there is an open pit mine with a surface of about 1 km², 500 m deep, the biggest in Turkey. 
The hills are a natural barrier for the curious. The tourist platform gives a beautiful panorama one major part of the open pit, but enthusiasts don’t come often. On the other side are the sop called “showers” which pour on the ore and separate the metals. According to the company’s website about 115 millions tonnes of ore shall be produced for the planned 14 years of exploitation with average content of gold 1,16 gr/t or 135 tonnes of gold. The cost of electricity in the industrial sector in turkey isTurkey costs about $ 0,10 cents per kW/h, processing a ton of ore needs only 0,0003 kW/h, so the low-cost technology is decisive. 
A pipeline of eight kilometers transports the water for the plant from a drilling near the Örenjik village. The pipeline construction provoked clashes in the autumn in 2005 because although all the permissions were issued, but people feelt robbed –water is the most important problem in the region. The Inai village, the one closest to the mine, still resists. The workers’ salary is about 1000 TRY (about $750 USD) the farmers’ income from animal breeding and vegetables are the same, even higher. The pipeline construction provoked the farmers’ discontent in September 2005, a big conflict with the police followed. A living chain blocked the route, 12 of the farmers were beaten by the gendarmeries, 32 were accused of resistance to the police, and many of them had to pay fines of hundreds of Turkish liras. Teksin Köse, a lawyer and volunteer defending the farmers for several years, was arrested but his case was closed due to the insolvency of the charge. A company’s representative offered him 150 000 TRY (about $113 900) to join their side, but he refused. 
“It looked like rain the whole day, the sheep were taken in early at noon. I was checking some things on the other side of the farm when it started raining” remembered Mahmut Kilali. His farm is in the Aydemir village, at few kilometers from the mine. Few hours later he lost consciousness, his whole body trembled all over, for a while the symptoms calmed down to restart again with strong vomiting, convulsions and uncontrolled weeping. The next morning he was taken to the hospital in Esme, the closest town. There were a thousand people from the villages around hospitalized with similar symptoms, some had respiratory problems, others strong convulsions, headaches, paralyzed limbs. All of them had been out in the rain the previous evening, some of them more, some of them less, but all breathed from the sir with the caracteristic smell of bitter almonds. 
On the next day the drinking water in Esme contained more arsenic then ever and there was no doubt that this was cyanide poisoning. Arsenic is one of the metals in cyanide technology and the only possible source of arsenic in the region is Kisladag. The incident had happened because of the acid rain provoking hydrogen cyanide evaporation and the wind had taken it far away from the mine that is why so many people were affected. No farm animals were affected because of the late hour they had been all taken in. But the wild birds and animals that were on the way of the poisoning gas didn’t survive and autumn arrived immediately for the trees. Six of the poisoned farmers filed a protest in Court, but it was rejected with the motif that this was poisoning related to the water-supply system.  
On the 29th of June doctor Oya Otiyldiz, Turkish Medical Association representative, came from Izmir to take samples. The lawyers from Usak had called her as the mine’s doctor was trying to convince all the sick people that their malaise has nothing to deal with the use of cyanides. Dr O. Otiyldiz and a nurse from the local hospital made a tour of the sick people’s houses. A few hours later the nurse was called back to the hospital with the samples - Esme’s Mayor had ordered to stop the research and the samples disappeared somewhere. But Dr O. Otiyldiz continued alone, even after the pharmacists refused to sell her needles and syringes. By the end of the day Dr O. Otiyldiz had 4 blood samples, 5 more were already waiting for her in Izmir. The results showed that 3 days after the accident the blood of all the 9 persons contained kyocyanide 10 to 40 more than the standard rate. As this substance dissolves quickly, 0,30 mg/l in the blood of Mahmut Kulai 48 hours after the contamination was scaringly high. His neighbor Halusi Ada’s condition was worse – the quantity of kyocyanide in his blood was 0,64 mg/l. According to the toxicological standards both of them were at the limit of poisoning, as those substances gather principally in the brain, then in the cardiac tissue, liver, kidneys and at the end – in the blood where the products of dissociation can be traced. The real quantities in the body were much higher that the blood samples showed. “Doctors don’t know what to do when in case of cyanide poisoning; neither in Izmir, nor anywhere in the country, and the companies do nothing to instruct them. In the regions where the gold mines are there should be at least one medical team capable to react” said Dr Oya Otildiz.
After the accident 18 lawyers from Usak filed a lawsuit against the Mayor of Esme and the Ministry of Health. In June 2007 the Court gave its decision – to close the mine within 30 days. “People can’t defend their rights alone” said Bulent Cekinmez, one of the lawyers for the cause. His wife Aima is also lawyer and also works for the organization they created for the protection of local people against the goldmine. In his office a portrait of Ataturk is next to the portrait of Che Guevara’s. 

At the end of the same month Eldorado Gold released a satisfying financial report, showing production rise and very good exploration results from the Efemcukuru deposit, 20 km from Izmir, where in the summer of 2008 the second open pit is supposed to start functioning. Or at least, this is what the company is planning. The Court decision is not perceived as final and in view of the political situation in the country, closing the mine definitively may not happen at all. The company’s profit is estimated about $400 millions USD only of gold production for the exploitation period. This is not a big amount of money, compared to the share sells, especially when one considers the shareholders - the investment funds Fidelity Management, JP Morgan, Goodman and Co, Goldman Sachs, Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, Merill Lynch, BNP Paribas, Rothschild and Cie, Oppenheimer Asset Management… it is a long list.
However, for the farmers near the mine this does not matter, the Court’s decision is their last hope to have normal living again. Some day.

